
Trudy Krisher 
Presentations Offered 

Author of BARK PARK (ages 4-8) and SPITE FENCES (ages 12+) 

1. Pre-K to Kindergarten. BARK PARK. This wonderful rhyming read-aloud features dogs, 
dogs, dogs cavorting at the dog park. The author prepares children for reading the book by 
introducing pictures of various dog breeds and their characteristics. She encourages children 
to share stories about their own pets. After reading the picture book and singing a song 
about dogs, children pick out pictures of their favorite dog breeds, mount them on popsicle 
sticks, and help populate their own clay-and-grass Bark Park. A lively learning experience for 
little ones.  

2. Middle School and High School. SPITE FENCES. The author's award-winning novel about 
the civil rights movement is set during the lunch counter strikes of the 1960s. The author's 
presentation introduces students to the Jim Crow laws in the South and the way in which 
the author's experiences with these laws led to her book. Interactive, hands-on activities in 
conjunction with the novel are presented, and the author leads the students in a writing 
experience based on the book themes. A curriculum guide for teachers is available.  

3. High School. BANNED BOOKS. The author's novel SPITE FENCES appears on one of the 
National Council of Teachers of English Banned Book lists. Banned Books Week occurs every 
October, and this interactive presentation on book censorship is often a popular 
presentation. The author introduces students to the concept of book banning, her own 
experience with book banning as well as defenses by her publisher and the American Library 
Association.  She provides classes with hands-on activities and a Jeopardy quiz on the topic 
of banned books. In honor of Banned Books Week, teachers often like to set up a mock "jail" 
inside the school and have students take turns as prisoners reading banned books.  

4. Middle School and High School.  WRITING WORKSHOPS. The author uses her novels and 
picture books to facilitate writing workshops for middle and high school students.  Her 
workshop TEN LESSONS FOR WRITERS introduces students to best practices. Hands-on 
activities help students generate ideas, organize their writing, and learn how to capture a 
reader's attention.  The author can adapt this workshop to meet individual teacher goals. 


